The conflict between good and evil is one of the most discussed topical themes throughout literature and considered a fundamental part of the human ethos. There is the battle of individuals and ideologies, on one side good the other evil. Along with this is the concept of the inner struggle between the dark side of our selves and the good within each of us, as we are each capable of acts of evil and deeds of goodness. 

From its origins, the Christian Church has theorised the conflict of good versus evil in religious terms, incorporating classical myth and stories to reveal a hidden conflict between God and Satan. 
Many religions perceive the fight of good versus evil within the concept of Karma, the Hindu faith for instance relate to Karma as being the sum of all that an individual has done, is doing and will do. The effects of all deeds, deemed as being good or evil create a past; present and future thus making a person responsible for his/her own actions


The teachings contained within Zoroastrianism, termed Zoroaster by the Greeks, was centered upon an individual who’s live paralleled many of the experiences of Jesus, though he himself lived around 630-530 BC. Zoroaster believed that life was a perpetual struggle between good and evil, and that people were individual with the freedom to choose whether they would align with good on the side of God, or choose evil, with the outcome of their choices having a great impact upon the fate of the world. 

 This can be likened to the Spiritualists principle of “compensation or retribution for all good or evil acts done whilst on the earth” as it too teaches that our actions in thought and deed, both of good and evil have a cause and effect, as you sow so shall you reap. 

Spiritualists believe that thoughts are living things, indeed communication with spirit is via the thought process, and as such this is essential when considering the positive or negative actions our thoughts may have upon our world situations. The Hindu faith believes that everything within the universe is in a state of creation, maintenance or destruction. They believe as do we as Spiritualists, that the mind creates thoughts which are sent out into the ether where they eventually fade or are replaced by newer thoughts; the ramifications therefore on world situations impinges upon our own individual thoughts and intent.

In essence hatred breeds hatred, love begets love, the thoughts we send out in concert with our physical actions have a bearing upon our individual world, and being a part of the collective unity of spirit have an impact on the wider world, cause and effect, the ripples created by our thoughts pervade the ether akin to a tidal wave crashing upon the shore. When putting this statement into perspective, consider the six years of war which raged across most of the world during 1939-45, the outcry of emotion at the loss of so much life, the needless slaughter of so many innocents, the grief giving way to hatred. The thoughts of countless millions clashing together a torrent of hatred, bigotry, the desire for harm, the evil intent feeds the fire, the circle never ending, the bleakness of despair grows ever palpable, our world becomes dark before our eyes. Consider also the recent tsunami, the pictures of which were broadcast through the media of television and the press, the outpouring of compassion which ensued, from the loss of thousands, the desire was to help, the intent bent to the good will thoughts of many. The aid needed came flooding in from all over the world, people from different countries, cultures and societies came together in a common purpose to help, the world shone brightly, spirit gave us the opportunity to see what good can come of the collective thoughts of goodness and compassion, we rose to the challenge, our world shone brightly.

When considering the topic of good versus evil, we should not forget that we are each capable of acts of goodness as well as acts of evil, we have a free will choice, to conduct ourselves and our lives as we see fit. The understanding of the ramifications of our actions is what is important, understanding that when conducting ourselves badly, emitting wrongful thoughts, that we in turn will receive what we ourselves give out; how can we expect love and kindness when all we do is centred around greed and selfishness. The perpetual struggle between good and evil is not solely centred around God and Satan, it exists within the very aspect of our being, our duality of both our physical and spiritual selves; we are responsible for our actions in both thought and deed, no one else but ourselves, for what we sow so shall we reap. 

